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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD!             23rd SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME Yr  C 

Priests Serving    Fr Brian Rooney 

The Parish:       Fr Kevin Walsh    Email: kevin.w3@bigpond.com 

                          Fr Dave Hume       Email: FrDave@john23rd.org.au  
                             Presbytery: 8824 3985 
Saturday Vigil:      6.00pm                         
Sunday Masses:    8.30am,10.30am and 6.00pm. 
Baptisms:              By appointment on Sunday at 12.00pm 
Reconciliation:      First Rite: Saturday 4.30pm - 5.30pm.   

                             Second Rite : Third Saturday at 9.30am.  
Exposition:           Tuesdays and First Fridays 6.30pm-7.30pm  
                             and Saturdays 8.00am-9.00am(Vocations)  
Weekday Masses:  Mon, Wed, Thurs and Sat at 9.00am in the Church.               

                             Tuesday: Novena Mass  to Our Lady of Perpetual Help at 7.30pm.  
                             Fri 9.00am (Holy Cross Primary during school term)  
FIRST FRIDAY        Exposition  6.30pm-7.15pm. Benediction  at 7.15pm  
                             and Mass  at 7.30pm. 
Sacrament of the Sick:  First Saturday during 9.00am Mass:  
Morning Prayer of the Church:  - Sun 8.00am; Wed 9.30am;  
 
Schools  
Ho ly Cross,  Glenwood.   Pr incipa l :            Leanne Nett le ton                   02 9629 8742                         
Jo h n  X X I I I ,  S ta n h o p e  G a rd e n s   P r i n c i p a l :           P e te r  S to y l e s               0 2  9 8 5 2  0 5 0 0  
S t  M a r k ’ s  C o l l e g e ,  S ta n h o p e  Ga rd e n s  

Office Hours:  
8.30am -  4 .00pm  
(Monday to  Thursday)  
9 .30am– 3.00pm (Fr iday)  
  
Parish Secretary:  
Tanya Gatt  
(Monday-Fr iday)  
 
Sacramental  Coordinator/
F inance:  
Sue Andruskin    
(Mon,Tues,  Wed &Thurs)    
Emai l :   
Sacramenta l  
@john23rd.org .au  
 

Youth Minister:  Col in  Lee            
Ph:  9852 0525  
Emai l :   
bj23youth@john23rd.org.au 
www.blazeyouthministry.com  
 
RCIA  Co-ordinators:  
John & Jean McCartney 
Email:  profmark@ozemail.com.au 

In our Gospel today Jesus was on the 

road to Jerusalem.  That path would 

bring him suffering, rejection and 

death.  Some of the Galileans however 

were trying to make this journey a vic-

tory march for the Messiah.  Jesus not 

only confused them but disillusioned 

them. 

Jesus the good shepherd did not only 

think about being faithful to his mission 

but he had the responsibility of leading 

the disciples.  He knew that his follow-

ers would have to face a similar chal-

lenge and therefore he spoke about 

the cost of discipleship.   

Jesus did not literally mean that one 

should hade one‟s father and mother.  

The word „hate‟ is a Semitic expres-

sion. „Love less‟ would be nearer to 

what Jesus had in mind.  He was tell-

ing his disciples that they must be 

ready if needs be to sacrifice the dear-

est things in life. 

The two short parables make the point 

that discipleship is a serious calling.  It 

could mean persecution and even 

death.  In this, as in any other spheres 

of life ( such as business and politics), 

one shouldn‟t walk into it blindly.  One 

must calculate the cost before setting 

out. 

 

 

 

It is one of the supreme handicaps of 

the Church that in it there are many 

people who follow Christ at a safe dis-

tance, but very few real disciples, that 

is, people who actually do what he 

said. 

When you contemplate our faith, it is 

not easy to be a disciple of Christ.  

Discipleship has some practical de-

mands that one cannot escape under 

pain of betraying the Gospel. Yet we 

have many comfortable church-goers 

who gave little heed to the misery of 

the needy and the groaning of the 

poor.  Still today the Christian is called 

to renounce many things that are 

taken for granted by others. 

We can draw encouragement from the 

example of the apostles.  The Gospels 

show that they struggled at every point 

to follow Jesus.  Yet he did not write 

them off. 

By looking at them we discover our 

own inadequacies. The Gospel offers 

hope to Christians who fail.  Repen-

tance and a second chance are al-

ways possible.  Jesus is generous with 

his grace to those who strive to an-

swer his call.  Live Jesus in our 

hearts: Forever!  Fr Dave Hume. 

PRAYER / REFLECTION 

BEATITUDES 

 

Blessed are those who realise that 

they cannot live on bread alone but 

need the word of God too: they will 

be fully nourished. 

Blessed are those who, when they 

have sinned, follow the example of 

the prodigal son, and come back 

home to seek reconciliation: they 

will cause heaven to ring with joy. 

Blessed are those who stop to at-

tend to a wounded neighbour, 

pouring in the oil of compassion 

and the wine of hope: they are the 

Good Samaritans of today. 

Blessed are those who remove the 

plank from their own eyes before 

telling their brother of sister to 

remove the splinter from theirs: 

their efforts at reforming others 

will bear fruit. 

And blessed are those who, having 

put their hand to the plough, refuse 

to look back: they will be found 

worthy of the Kingdom. 
 

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK  

 

8 Wednesday: Birth of the  

                        Virgin Mary  

  (Feast)         



A reading from the book of Wis-
dom 
Who can comprehend the will of God? 

What man can know the inten-
tions of God? 
Who can divine the will of the 
Lord? 
The reasonings of mortals are 
unsure 
and our intentions unstable; 
for a perishable body presses 
down the soul, 
and this tent of clay weighs down 
the teeming mind. 
It is hard enough for us to work 
out what is on earth, 
laborious to know what lies within 
our reach; 
who, then, can discover what is 
in the heavens? 
As for your intention, who could 
have learnt it, had you not 
granted Wisdom 
and sent your holy spirit from 
above? 
Thus have the paths of those on 
earth been straightened 
and men been taught what 
pleases you, 
and saved, by Wisdom. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

23rd SUNDAY Iin ORDINARY TIME23rd SUNDAY Iin ORDINARY TIME --  YEAR  C    YEAR  C      
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FIRST READING:  
Wisdom 9:13-18 

R. In every age, O Lord, you have 
been our refuge. 

You turn men back in to dust 
and say: „Go back, sons of men.‟ 
To your eyes a thousand years 
are like yesterday, come and gone, 
no more than a watch in the night. R. 

You sweep men away like a dream, 
like grass which springs up in the 
morning. 
In the morning it springs up and flow-
ers: 
by evening it withers and fades. R. 

Make us know the shortness of our 
life 
that we may gain wisdom of heart. 
Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever? 

Show pity to your servants. R. 

In the morning, fill us with your love; 
we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 
Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: 
give success to the work of our 
hands. R. 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to  
Philemon 

Receive him, not as a slave anymore, 
but as a very dear brother. 

This is Paul writing, an old man now 
and, what is more, still a prisoner of 
Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you 
for a child of mine, whose father I be-
came while wearing these chains: I 
mean Onesimus. I am sending him 
back to you, and with him - I could say 
- a part of my own self. I should have 
liked to keep him with me; he could 
have been a substitute for you, to help 
me while I am in the chains that the 
Good News has brought me. How-
ever, I did not want to do anything 
without your consent; it would have 
been forcing your act of kindness, 
which should be spontaneous. I know 
you have been deprived of Onesimus 
for a time, but it was only so that you 
could have him back for ever, not as a 
slave any more, but something much 
better than a slave, a dear brother; 
especially dear to me, but how much 
more to you, as a blood-brother as 
well as a brother in the Lord. So if all 
that we have in common means any-
thing to you, welcome him as you 
would me. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Let your face shine on your  
servant, 
and teach me your laws. 
Alleluia! 
 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke 
All who do not renounce their possessions 
cannot be my disciples. 

Great crowds accompanied Jesus 
on his way and he turned and 
spoke to them. „If any man comes 
to me without hating his father, 
mother, wife, children, brothers, 
sisters, yes, and his own life too, 
he cannot be my disciple. Anyone 
who does not carry his cross and 
come after me cannot be my disci-
ple. 

„And indeed, which of you here, 
intending to build a tower, would 
not first sit down and work out the 
cost to see if he had enough to 
complete it? Otherwise, if he laid 
the foundation and then found 
himself unable to finish the work, 
the onlookers would all start mak-
ing fun of him and saying, “Here is 
a man who started to build and 
was unable to finish.” Or again, 
what king marching to war against 
another king would not first sit 
down and consider whether with 
ten thousand men he could stand 
up to the other who advanced 
against him with twenty thousand? 
If not, then while the other king 
was still a long way off, he would 
send envoys to sue for peace. So 
in the same way, none of you can 
be my disciple unless he gives up 
all his possessions.‟ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

 

Resp Psalm: 
89:3-6. 12-14. 17 

Gospel Acclamation:  
Ps 118:135 

SECOND  READING:  
  Philemon 9-10. 12-17 

GOSPEL:    
Luke 14:25-33 



 
 

ñNo matter how long the winter, spring is sure to followò  
 
A lot of activity is blossoming in our community garden of faith.  
This weekend, we will commence festivities with the celebration of 
Fatherôs Day on all weekend masses.  A couple of days later 
(Tuesday, Sept. 7), we will be holding a special “vigil” novena 
mass for Our Lady of Perpetual Help to honour Mother Mary‟s 
birthday on the 8th, and we hope that you will take time out from 
your busy work schedule to join us. 
 
As mentioned in last week‟s column, Child Protection Sunday is 
scheduled for Sunday, 12 September 2010 as a concluding event 
to Child Protection Week. It is an important annual event for our 
Church and our nation to raise awareness of, and fighting against, 
child abuse. 
 
On the following weekend, our community has been invited by the 
Diocese of Parramatta to join the annual Mass and Afternoon Tea 
for “Celebrating the Journey”, an event designed to acknowledge 
the vocation of marriage.  This will be held at St. Patrick‟s Cathe-
dral on Sunday, 19 September at 2 pm and is open to couples 
who were married in 1985, 1970, 1960 and over 50 years.  
 
Lastly, we will be having the Parish Council General Meeting on 
Wednesday, 22 September at St. Mark‟s College, wherein we will 
start collating all the possible “seeds of spiritual and community 
growth” for planting into a two year calendar of events for the par-
ish.  Everyone is most welcome to attend this meeting, if only to get 
a flavour for the good things that will be happening to our parish. 
 
Have a great week!     Bart 
 
Council meeting dates: 
Community Building ï 13 Sep         
Parish General Meeting ï 22 Sep 

GOD BLESS OUR FATHERS! 
I would like to thank those who showed some interest in my 
invitation to come and inquire about priesthood.  I will 
hold another one of these meals before the end of this year. 
 
FRIDAY NIGHT BBQ AT THE PRESBYTERY: During the 
warmer weather and over the Summer (when there is no 
football) I will be inviting families to come and have a BBQ 
at the Presbytery on a Friday Night.  I will soon be leaving a 
schedule down the back of the church for any family to 
choose a night and come and have a meal and to get to 
know me and other families in the parish. 
 
Last Friday I ran a Spirituality Day for  the staff of Blessed 
John XXIII and St Mark‟s College.  It was held at the func-
tion room at Richmond Racecourse.  As a staff we are mov-
ing towards developing a „Mission Statement” and I spoke 
about  the role of teachers in the Mission of the Church; 
Christ the teacher; Called and Gifted and the need for 
teachers in a Catholic School to develop a Spiritual Life. 
The leadership team with Mr Peter Stoyles empowered the 
teachers to discern where Christ is present at our school 
and to  identify how the staff as Christian witnesses to the 
gospel  were to proclaim Christ to each other. This was fol-
lowed by bringing these thoughts, reflections and ideas to 
the table of the Lord with a wonderful mass. I thank Peter 
Stoyles for inviting me to run this day. 
 

IMPORTANT NEWS!  

Bishop Anthony Fisher has just announced that 

 From 2011, the order of the reception of the sacraments 

will be Reconciliation at 7 years or later 

First Eucharist the following year 

and Confirmation at 10 or 11 years. 

 
The Parents Meetings for  

First Reconciliation (the start of our  
Sacramental program) will take place at 

Blessed John XXIII Church on  
Wednesday, September 15 at 7.30pm Or 

Thursday, September 16 at 7.30pm.  
 

Enrolment forms will be handed out at 
these sessions. The children will bring the 
enrolment forms back  to mass with a copy 
of their Baptism certificate attached on the 
weekend of 18

th
 / 19

th
 September. 

They will take part in an  
Enrolment Ceremony at these masses. 
For further details please see the parish 

website www.john23rd.org.au  

FROM THE PARISH PRIEST  

FATHER DAVE HUME  

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM  

SUE ANDRUSKIN 

 PARISH COUNCIL NEWS  

BART SARLABUS  -  CHAIRPERSON 

BLAZE YOUTH  NEWS  

COLIN LEE  

 

YOUTH MASSES 
(1st Sunday of the month 5pm - 8pm followed by  supper) 

Sunday 5th September 2010 
Sunday 3rd October 2010 

Sunday 7th November 2010 

 

Dear friends,  

 

Once again, thank you all for generously supporting the 

Young Adults group in their efforts for their fundraising 

towards WYD in 2011. I just looked at my diary and it is 

now about a year  before our group leaves for Spain. Prepa-

rations are already well on the way with the group and I am 

so happy that they have now raised $2,500 already! Great 

start and well done to the group.  

 

Well this week we will be having the Youth Mass on the 

Sunday at 6.00pm, so reminder to all Blaze Youths to be 

there at5pm. To all the parents, please Remember to 

BRING A PLATE to share with the community of BJ23rd!  

Thank you! 

Colin  

 

Next Blaze Program 

Friday, September 17th 2010         

Parable of The Dishonest Manager 

Theme: Honesty and faith 

http://www.john23rd.org.au


Parish  Notices Parish Notices 

 

Parish Notices 

  

Would you like to  

Advertise in this space?  

Call the Parish  

Office on  

(02) 98520580  

 

Would you like to  

Advertise in this space?  

Call the Parish  

Office on  

(02) 98520580  

 

 
 
 
 

A Tradition of Care & Concern  
Pre - Paid Funerals Available  

 
340 Old Northern Rd.  Castle Hill  

9659 0900  
 

Born to Eternal Life:  Harry Walsh, Fr. 
Kev‟s Dad, Feliciano Suarez Jr,Zenaida 
Rodil, Shayben & Victor Moussa, Merched & 
Dalal Moussa, Giuseppe Motterle. 

Anniversary:  Brenda Panden, Lesley 
Briggs, Isabelle D‟Silva, 

Sick: Carpia Salvado de Lacy, Rita Halls, 
Irene Leantou, Darius Hasibuen, Aquido 
Que, Janet Perera, Fiorita  Morelli, George 
Kiddle, Michael & Rosa Cascio, John Cook, 
Lolita P Ludovice, Charlie Vella, Josephine 
Ballas,  Alvin Sebastian, Abegail Udarbe,  
Pepito Atayan, Florence Canda, Jun Noble, 
Rustico Reyes, D. Mercado Sr, Beth Linsao, 
Norman Ranasinghe, Emanuel Cremona, 
Prudencia Saceda, Debbie Clark, Teodara 
Delgado.  

 
 

We pray and rememberé... 

BISHOPôS COLLECTION FOR RE-

TIRED AND SICK CLERGY  

In 2006, Bishop Manning established the 

Clergy Support Foundation of the Diocese 

of Parramatta to assist in meeting the 

needs of the retired and sick priests of the 

Diocese, and in 2007 authorised an annual 

special appeal, ñThe Bishopôs Collection 

for Retired and Sick Priestsò, to be held on 

Fatherôs Day each year. It is hoped to raise 

$125,000 each year through this appeal. 

Bishop Fisher has asked that this appeal 

continue to support our retired and sick 

priests.  Last year, you gave over $150,000 

and the Foundation thanks you for this 

contribution. This year the appeal in the 

Diocese will be held this weekend. A third 

collection will be held on this weekend at 

each Mass.  

CHURCH ROSTER FOR NEXT SUNDAY - SEPTEMBER 11TH/12TH 

13/09/2010 600pm Father Brian      Nulfa Veloso E,mily Long Gerorgia OôGrady 

   Vigil  Rooney R Chirs Long Chris Perrin Cyrus Assey Matthew Long Lakshan Jayarody 

     C Meg Southwell  Sue Perrin William Kingsford  

14/09/2010 830am Father Dave     Dita Banez Rosheen Raymond      Vishal Jolly 

    Hume R Althea Athaide John Farrugia Nellie Tambolero Vidya Jolly Karina Gorkic 

     C Rudi Yap Pat Doyle  Dean Athaide  

  1030am Father Kevin      Grace Agbulos Neville Reynolds Benjamin Lim 

    Walsh R Vittorio Lim Bob Agbulos Oka Hidayat Jarod Small Max Kwok 

     C Darren Godwin  Emilia Hidayat Richie Jallorina  

         Sabrina Reynolds   

  600pm Father Dave     Bernadette Tangunan Danica Gonzales Dana Catabas 

   Hume R Kristine Peralta Primo Tim Lee Giulia Blasonato  

     C Stefani Peralta Pangilinan Joe Ramirez   

Date Time Priest Readers Acolyte Extrodinary Minister 

Of the Eucharist 

Servers 

COUNTERS: - GROUP D  

MONDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER  

Bill Southan, Merelyn Southan, Elaine Walford, Stephen Walford,  Avelino Olan and  
Grace Scala. 

CLEANERS:- GROUP C 

SATURDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 

Olivia Assey, Florence Holroyd, Priscilla Hougton, Bradley Hougton , Shanaka Jayasekora, 
Phil Katipunan. 

OVER 55ôS 
 

15 September 2010 

Sawmill Restaurant at 

Quakers Hill Tavern 

 

Meet at 12.00pm 

 

 

 

Please contact Des and Barb 

 on  8824 7220 

BLAZE YOUNG ADULTS ï CALL-

ING ALL YOUNG ADULTS AT 

HEART!  

 

Calling all young adults aged 18 and 

above. Come join us at our next gather-

ing in the Youth Space on the 12th Sep-

tember. We will be exploring the theme 

ñTo Seek and Find the Lostò We wel-

come all new comers to our YAG group, 

please come and say hello to us after the 

6pm mass on a Sunday! 
 

WANTED 
"experienced tradespersons who would be 

prepared to assist those financially challenged 
Parishoners with repairs and renovations to 

their properties at a  
nominal fee" 

 
Please contact Clive Greasby-Social Justice 

Group -0412211300  

A prayer for Fathers 

Most gracious Heavenly Father, 
we thank You  for our earthly fathers, those to 
whom You have entrusted the responsibility to 
provide loving protection of their families and 

guidance of their children. 
 

May our earthly fathers imitate the manly  
courage  of Abraham, Jesse and Joseph, and 
all the holy fathers of the past providing wise 

counsel to the children You have given to their 
care. Give them valiant faith in the face of  

confusion and conflict, hope in time of trouble 
and sorrow, and steadfast love for You, for their 

families and for all the people throughout the 
world. 

 
Assist all fathers of families and all spiritual 
fathers, that through Your grace they may 

steadily grow in holiness and in knowledge and 
understanding of Your truth. May the gener-

ously impart this knowledge to those who rely 
on them. 

 
We ask Your blessing on all those whom You 

have entrusted fatherhood. May Your Holy 
Spirit constantly inspire them with justice and 
mercy, wisdom and strength, fidelity and self-

giving love. May they receive Your grace  
abundantly in this  earthly life, and may they 

look forward to eternal joy in Your presence in 
life to come.  

Amen 

Thank you to all the people who Door 

Knocked for the St Vincent de Paul  

 last week your time and efforts are  

appreciated. 


